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tropical islands ; he paid personal visits to Lisbon to inter-
cede with the Portuguese Government. His visits to Africa
were satirically referred to by the Evening Standard as those
of a " Quaker filibuster." Finally, at the cost of thousands of
pounds, he equipped a commission to report impartially
on the whole situation in the islands. All that the old gentle-
man had told him was found to be true. Conditions of slavery
of the very worst kind were found to prevail : nor was the
Government of Portugal disposed to pay a great deal of
attention to the representations of Messrs. Cadbury. New
reforms were promised : certain regulations were in fact
enacted, but they were not enforced, and during all these
years the unhappy lot of the indentured negro labourer
did not improve. Then Mr. Burtt, the Gadbury commis-
sioner, sailed home with his report : it was a terrible docu-
ment, and Mr. Gadbury went with it to the Foreign Office
to see Sir Edward Grey. All these years Messrs. Cadbury
had still been buying cocoa from these dreadful islands.
Their view was that, if they ceased to buy, they would lose
all influence by which they could improve the lot of the
unfortunates, the product of whose labour would merely
be transferred to another buyer.  Sir Edward Grey was
against the immediate publication of the report, and he had
the diplomatic aspect of the matter to consider. Although
Mr. Cadbury expressed absolute willingness to discontinue
his purchases from these islands, the view of the Foreign
Office seems to have been that Mr. Cadbury should take no
steps either to publish Mr. Burtt9 s report or to discontinue
his purchases until diplomatic pressure had been exercised
by Great Britain on Portugal, with whom His Majesty's
Government was on terms of cordial friendship. The com-
mercial interest of Messrs. Cadbury in the islands would
immensely strengthen  any  diplomatic  action  which  the
Foreign Office might see fit to take. However, other investi-
gations were being pursued, and a gruesome book appeared
from the pen of Mr. Nevinson, who had paid a visit to these
unhappy islands on a commission from Harper's Magazine.
A General Election was imminent, and the Standard News-
papers, which had previously sneered at the  Cadburys'